THE   STRANGER, AND   BLOOD
alone again, placed the Verlaine on a shelf in the little bookcase and returned to his room behind the shop. He stroked his beard. He asked himself just what impression he had made upon the unknown young lady.
" Did she feel my flow of vitality ?   Yes, I think so."
Thereupon he devoted his attention to a whole part of his organism. He sought to discern the " pleasant, vivifying current" about which the prospectus spoke. It was true that he felt it but slightly; but feel it he did. It was as though magnetic passes enveloped the region of his pelvis, strayed over his back, his stomach. Quinette reflected that, as a matter of fact, he had never experienced magnetic passes, so that the comparison he was making lacked foundation.
What he felt resembled rather those confused impressions that come to life when you are cold and the heat of a fire begins to penetrate you, especially in that region of the back which is so chilly. He sought to draw other analogies. But he soon found that all comparisons with sensations already known to him erred in one way or another. On the other hand, the very phrase in the prospectus : " Dr, Sanden's electric Herculex diffuses through the weakened parts a pleasant, vivifying current of electricity/'said exactly what re meant, and described with remarkable fidelity the subtle sense of well-being experienced by the wearer of the Herculex belt.
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